SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

as financial theory is concerned, base their arguments more
on dialectical and legal considerations than on precedent in
the wide sense of the Koran, the Prophetic utterances
and conduct, and the practice of the early califs. The
Shafiites, on the other hand, put the emphasis on precedent
at the expense of scholastic reasoning. Finally, the Mali-
kites, while resembling the Shafiites in the neglect of scho-
lastic methods, are yet not quite so keen on precedent. In
short, the Hanifite treatment may be said to be a more or
less abstract and schematic statement of the principles and
rules of conduct pertaining to finance involved in the pre-
cedent mentioned, more for the sake of scholastic satisfac-
tion than for practical reasons; the Shafiite treatment, on
the other hand, is an ordered statement of those principles
and rules of conduct with a view to attaining as faithful a
statement of the divine law as possible; finally, the Mali-
kite treatment is an attempt at a more or less ordered state-
ment of those same principles, however, more with a view
to practical exigencies and the solution of concrete actual
problems, than is probably true of either of the other two
schools.

Part III., where the origins of the Mohammedan tax
system and its relation to theory will be discussed, will con-
stitute a later monograph.